Severe rheumatic mitral valve disease in children. Evaluation by echocardiography.
Severe rheumatic mitral stenosis with or without mitral insufficiency is virtually unseen in children in the affluent countries of the western world, but is not uncommon in developing countries. Fifteen cases of rapidly progressive rheumatic mitral valve disease in children are presented to illustrate the value of echocardiography in the diagnosis and evaluation of this lesion. Cardiac catheterization was performed in nine and simply confirmed the diagnosis made noninvasively. Our experience demonstrates that thorough echocardiographic examination in these cases frequently enables the examiner to assess the need for surgical intervention without cardiac catheterization.